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COUNCIL OF THE GREAT CITY SCHOOLS 

 
Nominations 

 
The Chair of the Board forwards the following nominations to fill vacancies on the Executive 
Committee of the Council of the Great City Schools. 
 
 

Vacancies 
 

1) Be it resolved: That Robert Runcie (Broward County Superintendent) fill the vacancy created by 
Paul Cruz (Austin Superintendent), whose term was set to expire June 30, 2021.  
   
ACTION BY COMMITTEE 
(  ) Approved 
(  )  Not Approved 
 
AFFIRMED 
 
______________________________________ 
Chair of the Board 
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Composition of Executive Committee 

October 20201 

 

 
Region 

 

Male Female Board Supt Black Hispanic White Other Totals 

East  

 

5 1 3 3 3 1 2 0 6 

Southeast  

 

1 5 2 4 4 1 1 0 6 

Midwest 

 

4 2 2 4 1 2 3 0 6 

West 

 

2 4 5 1 0 3 1 2 6 

Totals 

 

12 12 12 12 8 7 7 2 24 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 
1 With new members included 
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APPOINTMENTS BY THE CHAIR, 2020-21 
SUBCOMMITTEE CHAIRS AND MEMBERS 

 
Audit Subcommittee Chair: Ashley Paz, Fort Worth School Board 

Eric Gordon, Cleveland CEO 
Guadalupe Guerrero, Portland Superintendent 

Kelly Gonez, Los Angeles School Board 
Michael Hinojosa, Dallas Superintendent 
Silvia Wilson, Pittsburgh School Board  

 
Bylaws Subcommittee Chair: William Hite, Philadelphia  

Juan Cabrera, El Paso Superintendent 
Richard Carranza, New York City Chancellor 

Valerie Davis, Fresno School Board 
Sonja Santelises, Baltimore CEO 

Darrel Woo, Sacramento School Board 
Elisa Vakalis, Anchorage School Board 

Linda Cavazos, Clark County School Board  
 

Membership Subcommittee Chair: Thomas Ahart, Des Moines Superintendent 
Siad Ali, Minneapolis School Board 

Marcia Andrews, Palm Beach County School Board 
Sharon Contreras, Guilford County Superintendent 

Leslie Grant, Atlanta School Board 
Van Henri White, Rochester School Board 
Suzanna Cordova, Denver Superintendent 

 
Ex Officio on Subcommittees Michael O’Neill, Boston School Committee 

 
Task Force Chairs 

 
Achievement and Professional Development Task Force 

Co-Chair: Sonja Santelises Superintendent  
Co-Chair: Elisa Vakalis, Anchorage School Board 

Co-Chair: Deborah Shanley, Brooklyn College 
 

Bilingual Task Force 
Co-Chair: Richard Carranza, New York City Chancellor 

Co-Chair:  Siad Ali, Minneapolis School Board   
 

Leadership, Governance, Management, and Finance Task Force 
Co-Chair: Ashley Paz, Ft Worth School Committee   

Co-Chair: Barbara Jenkins, Orange County Superintendent 
 

Task Force on Black and Latino Young Men and Boys 
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Co-Chair: William Hite, Philadelphia Superintendent 
Co-Chair: Michael Hinojosa, Dallas Superintendent 

 
Task Force on Black and Latina Young Women and Girls 

Co-Chair: Sharon Contreras, Guilford County Superintendent 
Co-Chair: Kelly Gonez, Los Angeles School Board 
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